GENERAL MENTAL  SUBNORMALITY            219

ties along motor lines, are simply special capacities not
at all incompatible with feeble-mindedness. One could
present quite good arguments for either diagnosis.

Practically, however, as above stated, it does not much
matter if one reaches the conclusion that the boy is not a
fit subject for an institution. We know, at least, that
certain types of work are well-nigh impossible for him to
learn, and that he will probably always be unsuited for
certain occupations. On the other hand, he should have
training along industrial lines and then later engage in
some definite trade. Whether he could ever gain even
moderate facility in the handling of language and learn to
read and write, is a doubtful matter, since his disabilities
are pretty widespread. We do not know that any emphasis
was placed upon phonetic drill in his schooling so that
the boy could benefit by his good auditory powers, or
that any methods were ever used -adapted to his particular
problem. One interesting fact which always stood in
the way of proper training with this lad was the father's
attitude; he said he did not want the boy to use tools,
he wanted him to be "educated."